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Suriname and America Remain Strong Partners in the Fight against HIV/AIDS

The world has made tremendous strides in the global fight against HIV and AIDS. Each year on December 1, World
AIDS Day, we gather as a global community to celebrate these successes and to recognize that no country can do it
alone. In order to really win the fight against HIV and AIDS, we must work together.

When the Government of the United States of America launched the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS
Relief (PEPFAR) in 2003, approximately 50,000 people in Sub-Saharan Africa were receiving antiretroviral
treatment. Only six years later this effort has become the largest commitment to a single disease in history and
has supported treatment for at least 2.1 million individuals, the vast majority of them in Sub-Saharan Africa.

The United States continues its commitment to fighting HIV and AIDS with its partners and has recently expanded
the PEPFAR program to other regions, including the Caribbean, where we are joining with the leaders and the
people of the Caribbean to fight HIV and AIDS.

I am especially pleased that Suriname has taken a lead among the Caribbean countries in joining this new U.S.-
Caribbean Regional HIV and AIDS Partnership Framework. In Suriname, the Partnership Framework will expand on
the successful partnerships we have already developed together including the U.S. Ambassador’s HIV Prevention
Program and the recently launched “Changing Behavior, Protecting Our People” program with the Ministry of
Defense. | look forward to continuing our support of success stories like these as we further our efforts to fight the
spread of HIV in Suriname.

We know that HIV/AIDS programs alone will not defeat this disease. As part of the United States’ Global Health
Initiative outlined by U.S. President Barack Obama and Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, the new
Framework will support Suriname in further integrating and expanding access to other health care services, such as
those that address tuberculosis, malaria, maternal and child health, and family planning, with HIV/AIDS programs.

As we work together to defeat HIV/AIDS, we must also remember to ensure that the work we do addresses the
human rights challenges that drive the spread of HIV. Through these efforts, more Surinamers will get the needed
care, and Suriname will continue to build the strength of its health care system for the future.

The United States is committed to the fight against HIV/AIDS, and we are unwavering in our support. Today, on
World AIDS Day 2009, we recommit ourselves to working closely with the global community to fight against
HIV/AIDS, and the related stigma and discrimination.
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